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New Paltz Scholar Earns the New York State Seal of Biliteracy in Three Languages 

Hello!  IƻƭŀΗ  IŀƭƭňΗ  These are greetings you might hear from soon-to-
be graduate of New Paltz high school, Elise Gingold.  This 17 year-old 
senior is completing the New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) in 
English, Spanish, and Swedish.  The NYSSB is an award given to high 
school seniors who can demonstrate a high level of proficiency in 
English and one or more other world languages.  Last year, 5,492 
students earned this distinction in English and one other world 
language, but less than 200 students statewide have earned the NYSSB 
in English and two other world languages since the program was first 
offered in New York in 2015-16.  In addition, Elise is the first student 
ever in our state to have earned the NYSSB in Swedish!  DǊŀǩǎΗ 

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
mailto:nyssb@nysed.gov


3 

 
World Language Teachers—Design Your Summer Professional Learning Plan! 

Did you know that the Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages (OBEWL) has 17 recorded webinars ready 
for world language teachers to access on our website whenever it is convenient for them?  The webinars are 
generally one hour in length and are all designed to help educators transition to the revised NYS Learning Standards 
for World Languages, which were adopted by the NYS Board of Regents in March of 2021.  Educators can earn CTLE 
credit by watching a webinar and taking a multiple-choice online post assessment and earning a score of at least 7 
out of 10.  There are even multiple versions of these post assessments if additional attempts are needed. 

OBEWL encourages teachers and administrators overseeing world language departments to consider reviewing the 
various workshops available and putting together a professional learning plan for the summer.   

2022 Professional Learning Series 
• Curating Authentic Resources for the World Language Classroom by Leslie Grahn  
• Embedding Authentic Resources into Lesson Plans by Leslie Grahn  
• From Skills to Modes - Standard 1: Interpretive Communication by Dr. Joanne O'Toole  
• From Skills to Modes - Standard 2:  Interpersonal Communication by Bill Heller  
• From Skills to Modes - Standard 3:  Presentational Communication by Dr. Lori Langer de Ramirez 
• From Skills to Modes - Part 4 -  Planning for Learning:  Integrating the Modes of Communication by Laura Terrill 
• From Facts to Functions - The Cultures Standards by Dr. Lori Langer de Ramirez and Dr. Joanne O'Toole  
• Understanding Checkpoint Proficiency Targets by Bill Heller & Dr. Joanne O'Toole  
• Understanding Performance Indicators & Can-Do Statements by Bill Heller & Dr. Joanne O'Toole  
• Understanding NYS World Language Themes & Topics by Bill Heller, Dr. Lori Langer de Ramirez, and Dr. Joanne 

O'Toole 
• Understanding Unit Planning with the Revised NYS World Language Standards - Part 1 by Bill Heller, Dr. Lori 

Langer de Ramirez, and Dr. Joanne O'Toole 
• Understanding Unit Planning with the Revised NYS World Language Standards Part 2 - Checkpoint A by Rebecca 

Blouwolff  
• Understanding Unit Planning with the Revised NYS World Language Standards Part 3 - Checkpoint B by Lisa 

Shepard (November 30, 2021) - (Post assessments for this workshop are pending.) 
• Understanding Unit Planning with the Revised NYS World Language Standards Part 4 - Checkpoint C by Regina 

O'Neal  
• Understanding Vocabulary Development in Standards-Based Teaching by Dr. Joanne O'Toole, Dr. Lori Langer de 

Ramirez, and Bill Heller  
• Understanding the Role of Grammar in Proficiency Development Parts 1 and 2, by Dr. Joanne O'Toole, Dr. Lori 

Langer de Ramirez, and Bill Heller  
• Understanding Standards-Based Lesson Planning, by Dr. Joanne O'Toole, Bill Heller, and Dr. Lori Langer de 

Ramirez 
 
Live Webinar:  Preparing for Standards-Based Curriculum Planning  (May 19, 2022) 
Workshop description:  Vertical and horizontal curriculum alignment is critical to helping learners make continuous 
growth in proficiency. Intentional sequencing of rich thematic units creates learning 
experiences that are relevant to learners’ interests and appropriate to checkpoint proficiency 
targets. Vertical articulation spirals proficiency development and recycles and reinforces high-
frequency vocabulary and grammatical structures. In this session, participants will examine 
templates to help analyze and sequence thematic units across the checkpoints. Presenters 
will also demonstrate tools that can be used to assess how well the curriculum addresses the 
revised NYS Learning Standards for World Languages, their embedded language functions, 
and NYS World Language themes and topics.  Register here! 

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/curating-authentic-resources-world-language-classroom
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/embedding-authentic-resources-lesson-plans-leslie-grahn
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/skills-modes-part-1-interpretive-communication
http://www.nysed.gov/skills-modes-part-2-interpersonal-communication
http://www.nysed.gov/skills-modes-part-3-presentational-communication
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/skills-modes-part-4-planning-learning-integrating-modes-communication-laura-terrill
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/facts-functions-cultures-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-checkpoint-proficiency-targets
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-performance-indicators-and-can-do-statements
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-nys-world-language-themes-and-topics
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-unit-planning-revised-nys-world-language-standards-part-1
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-unit-planning-part-2-checkpoint
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-unit-planning-part-3-checkpoint-b
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-unit-planning-part-4-checkpoint-c
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-vocabulary-development-standards-based-teaching
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-role-grammar-proficiency-development-parts-1-2
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-standards-based-lesson-planning
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/preparing-standards-based-curriculum-planning
https://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/q1yq51490lnayxf/
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Summer 2022 Collaborative Unit Design Workshops for Checkpoint A 
In an effort to assure that as many educators as possible are prepared to revise their Checkpoint A curricula prior to 
implementation of the revised NYS Learning Standards for World Languages in September of 2023, OBEWL will host 
collaborative unit design workshops in the summer of 2022 in eight regions of New York (Capital District, Hudson 
Valley, Long Island, Mid-State, Mid-West, New York City, Southern Tier, and Western regions).  Teachers can attend 
one or both days to work collaboratively with others who teach the same language to develop sample Checkpoint A 
unit plans aligned to the revised standards.  The events will run from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on each day with a one-
hour break for lunch (not provided).  A total of four (4) hours of CTLE credit will be awarded for each day attended.  
To participate, educators must register in advance using the following online form.  Registrations will be accepted on 
a first-come, first-served basis until the venue capacity has been reached. 

Region Dates Location 

Capital District 
Wednesday, June 29th 

Thursday, July 28th 

Questar III BOCES 

10 Empire State Blvd., Castleton-On-Hudson, NY  

12033 

Hudson Valley 
Thursday, June 30th 

Wednesday, July 27th 

SUNY New Paltz 

1 Hawk Dr., New Paltz, NY  12561 

Mid-State 
Monday, June 27th 

Tuesday, July 12th 

OCM BOCES 

110 Elwood Davis Rd., Liverpool, NY  13088 

Mid-West 
Monday, July 11th 

Tuesday, July 19th 

Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES 

3599 Big Ridge Rd., Spencerport, NY  14559 

Long Island 
Thursday, July 14th 

Thursday, July 21st 

Western Suffolk BOCES 

31 Lee Avenue, Wheatley Heights, NY  11798 

New York City 

Friday, July 1st 

 

Wednesday, July 20th 

Long Island City HS, 14-30 Broadway, Queens, NY  

11106 

Brooklyn Technical HS, 29 Fort Greene Place, Brook-

lyn, NY 11217 

Southern Tier 
Wednesday, July 13th 

Monday, July 25th 

BT BOCES, Johnson City Learning Center 

500 Main St, Johnson City, NY 13790 

West 
Monday, July 18th 

Tuesday, July 26th 

Erie 1 BOCES 

355 Harlem Rd., West Seneca, NY  14224  

https://forms.gle/672vrnD9JgHrdw8h6


5 

 Family Engagement in the Hudson Valley 
 

This is the fourth in a series of articles about family engagement activities being conducted throughout New York 
State by our Regional Bilingual Education Resource Networks (RBERNs). Please check back again next month for 
more. 
 
¢ƘŜ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ hǳǊ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
On January 27, 2022 the Hudson Valley RBERN facilitated a workshop in Spanish for the families of Nanuet Union 
Free School District. The workshop was entitled “El Éxito de Nuestros Estudiantes/The Success of Our Students.”  The 
objective of the workshop was to provide and support Spanish speaking families with technological resources and 
strategies that they can use at home to support their students academically.  
 
During the workshop, we highlighted developing a strong collaboration with their child's teachers, supporting their 
child's academic efforts, getting involved in their child's school activities, staying informed and supporting their child, 
and encouraging their child's learning at home. Participants included thirty one parents with children in multiple 
grades, eight staff members (including two social workers), and two administrators.  A link to the presentation is 
provided here. 
 
aŀƴƘŀǧŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ’ǎ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ {ǳōǳǊōǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ό/{Lύ - “CƻǊǿŀǊŘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΥ /ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ hǳǊ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ”  
For over five years, the Hudson Valley RBERN has collaborated with Manhattanville College’s Changing Suburbs 
Institutes (CSI) to help families of culturally and linguistically diverse students become more involved in their 
children’s academic career by providing Spanish-speaking families with resources to better understand the U.S. 
educational system. 
 
Through partnerships with seventeen schools in eight local school districts, Manhattanville’s Changing Suburbs 
Institute is preparing teacher candidates, providing faculty development, and giving students the best chance to 
succeed by helping their parents to become better advocates for their children’s education.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15YCEAhohL98KGArcHZGv8HpdO9k2Z7pxFG-IhnbAgdQ/edit?usp=sharing
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https://forms.gle/

sW1WGEVAH5MvNv8w8  

https://forms.gle/sW1WGEVAH5MvNv8w8
https://forms.gle/sW1WGEVAH5MvNv8w8
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Count Me In! 

By: Connie Mejia, Principal PS/IS 18 

I’ve been around for a while. I sit quietly, legs crossed, braids tight  

but the colors are racing through my mind. 

My colors are LOUD! PROUD!  

The blinding red, white and green say MEXICO!  

My neighbor’s Blue, Red and White may scream QUISQUEYA!  BORIQUA OR CUBANA  

but all beautiful just the same. 

I open the book. Black and white but don’t see my colors!  

Faces smile at me as I turn the pages  

but don’t see braids, bounce, curls, amber cheeks or cinnamon hands.  

Count me in !  

I’m here! 

Don’t put aside Plena, Bomba, Merengue, Cumbia, Salsa, Kalamatianos, Ardah and Kabuki… 

Those are the heartbeats of my friends. 

 

I need books with the colored bounded spine…    

I am not an after thought! Should never be! 

Shiny crayons, shiny desks without camouflaged scrapes, scratches and cracks





https://cunytedoer.commons.gc.cuny.edu/bilingual-beginnings-podcast/
https://cunytedoer.commons.gc.cuny.edu/topic-briefs/
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Co-Teaching in Integrated English as a New Language (ENL) 

As shared earlier, OBEWL and the New York State Language RBERN have engaged Maria Dove, Ed.D. and Andrea 

Honigsfeld, Ed.D. of the Molloy College School of Education and Human Services to develop a series of topic briefs to 

support the implementation of the Integrated ENL component of Commissioner’s Regulations Part 154. These topic 

briefs identify the basis for the practice of co-teaching for the ELL population as well as the specifics for 

implementation of the program. School and district administrators, coaches, teacher leaders, and all teachers 

working with ELLs will benefit from the recommendations outlined in these documents. 

The first four topic briefs are now available on the OBEWL website. The focus of these documents is: 

• The Blueprint for English Language Learner/Multilingual Learner Success and Integrated English as a New 
Language (ENL) 

•

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/integrated-english-new-language-enl-resources
https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/322p12d1.pdf
https://portal.nysed.gov/abp/
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative
mailto:emscurric@nysed.gov
https://www.suny.edu/microcredentials/
https://blog.suny.edu/2022/02/5-key-characteristics-of-microcredentials-and-what-to-do-with-them/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/school-guidance-03.01.22_0.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/school-guidance-03.01.22_0.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/school-guidance-faqs-for-schools_03.01.22.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/schools-youth
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/schools-youth
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing
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NYSED Resources for Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and Dealing with Trauma 

New York State Social Emotional Learning Benchmarks for voluntary implementation - August 20, 2018 

Social Emotional Learning: Essential for Learning, Essential for Life a framework explaining SEL concepts, and the 
need for and benefit of SEL in NY - August 20, 2018 

Social Emotional Learning: A Guide to Systemic Whole School Implementation providing strategies and resources 
for districts and schools - March 18, 2019 

Introducing New Guidance and Resources for Social Emotional Learning - March 18, 2019 

Introducing New Guidance and Resources for Social Emotional Learning - May 2, 2018 Board of Regents Item 

Companion webpage for additional social emotional well-

https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/selbenchmarks.html
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/SELEssentialforLearningandLife.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/GuideToSystemicWholeSchoolImplementationFINAL.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/SELResourcesMemo.html
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/518brd1.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/SEWResources.html
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/educator-resources
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/SELCrosswalks.html
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/SELPosterCampaign.html
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/SELforNYAt-a-Glance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/regents-examination-schedules
mailto:emscassessinfo@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations
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The mission of the New York State Education Department’s Office 

of Bilingual Education and World Languages is to ensure that all 

https://research.steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/center/technical_assistance/program/language_rbern
https://rbern.org/
https://www.hudsonvalleyrbern.org/
https://www.esboces.org/Page/505
http://www.ocmboces.org/rbern
https://www.monroe2boces.org/mid-westrbe-rn_home.aspx
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21065/nysnyc_regional_bilingual_education_resource_network
https://www.rbernwest.e1b.org/en/index.aspx
http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb

