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Unauthorized Materials

Students should be under close supervision at all times during the administration of the tests and may 
not use any unauthorized notes, printed materials, tools, or personal electronic devices that might give 
them an unfair advantage on the tests. When students enter the testing room, proctors must ensure that 
students do not bring any unauthorized materials such as those listed above.

All students are prohibited from bringing personal electronic devices, other than the device on 
which they are taking the test, into a classroom or other location where a State test is being 
administered. Test proctors and school officials shall retain the right to collect and hold any 
prohibited electronic devices, other than the device on which students are taking the test, prior 
to the start of the test administration.

Any student observed with any prohibited device while taking a State test must be directed to turn it over 
to the proctor or monitor immediately. To allow for all possible outcomes of procedural due process, the 
student should be allowed to complete the test. The incident must be reported promptly to the school 
principal. If the student had a prohibited device in their possession during the test administration, the 
student’s test must be invalidated. No score may be calculated for that student.

The incident must be promptly reported by the principal, in writing, to the Office of State Assessment 
(OSA) by fax at 518-474-1989 or by email (emscassessinfo@nysed.gov), as is the case for all student-
related testing irregularities, misadministrations, or other violations of State testing policy and procedures.

Note:

mailto:emscassessinfo%40nysed.gov?subject=
mailto:emscassessinfo%40nysed.gov?subject=
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Misadministration

Notify your principal immediately if any session of the test is administered improperly. Examples of 
misadministration include the following: permitting students to have unauthorized testing accommodations 
or tools (for example, calculators on Session 1 for Grade 6) or engaging in other types of nonstandard test 
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Test Read

Both sessions of the test may be read to students whose IEPs or 504 Plans include this accommodation. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/test-accommodations-guide-february-2018.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/test-accommodations-guide-february-2018.html
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Computer-Based Testing Accommodations

The Nextera™ Test Delivery System includes the following computer-based testing accommodations:

	■ Answer Masking Tool

	■ Reverse Contrast

	■ Initial Page Zoom

	■ Testing Language

	■ Text-to-Speech (online only)

	■ Background Color

	■ Read Aloud (by human)

Use of any of these accommodations must be consistent with the student’s IEP or 504 Plan or, with 
regard to Testing Language, a student’s status as a current or eligible former ELL. These options need to 
be identified and coded in the Nextera™ Administration System (Nextera™ Admin) prior to testing.

Please work with your School Test Coordinator to verify the computer-based testing accommodations are 
selected for the applicable students in Nextera™ Admin before testing begins.
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Accommodation Description
Text-to-Speech 
(online only)
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Classroom Accommodations

Accommodations provided to students outside of the Nextera™ Test Delivery System, such as flexibility in 
scheduling or flexibility in setting, must be consistent with the student’s IEP or 504 Plan. These options 
need to be identified and coded in Nextera™ Admin before testing begins.  

Please work with your School Test Coordinator to verify classroom accommodations are selected for the 
applicable students in Nextera™ Admin before testing begins.

General Features and Tools of the Nextera™ Test Delivery System

All students testing on computer have access to general tools and features that are available through the 
Nextera™ Test Delivery System. These can help to enhance their test-taking experience. Some features can 
help the student make adjustments to the test-taking environment, such as the zoom tool, which helps 
students to enlarge or minimize text. Other tools help to enhance their test-taking strategies, such as 
highlighters and answer eliminators. As with the paper-based tests, certain tools for students who are 
testing in Math are only available for specific grades and test sessions (e.g., calculators and protractors).
Please refer to Appendix E: General Features and Tools of the Nextera™ Test Delivery System for 
additional information on the testing tools available to students for computer-based testing.





https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/tds/#practice
https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/tds/#practice
https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/tds/#practice
https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/tds/#practice
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3. Select View for the applicable test.

4. Select Login Tickets.

5. Select the applicable form.
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6. Select OK.

7. The student login tickets will display. Use the Print function to print the student login tickets. 
Each label includes a student’s name, NYSSIS ID, password, and test name.

	■ All student login tickets or labels are secure testing materials and must also be stored in the safe or 
vault if they are printed prior to administration.

Session Access Code
	■ You will need to provide students with a Session Access Code in order for the students to access 

their tests in the Nextera™ Test Delivery System. Each session of the test will require a different 
Session Access Code. Instructions for providing the Session Access Code to students are included 
in Step Six: Administer the 2023 Mathematics Computer-Based Tests of this manual.

	■ To determine the Session Access Code, complete the following steps:

1. Sign in to Nextera™ Admin. For further details on the login process, refer to Appendix C for 
step-by-step instructions to sign in and sign out.

2. Select Tests from the Tests tab. The Tests screen displays.
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3. Select View for the applicable test.

4. The Session Access Code is the access code that will be provided to the students during the 
administration of the tests. Each session of the test will require a different Session Access Code.
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SAY The possession or use of any communications device, other than the device on which 
you are taking the test, is strictly prohibited when taking this examination. If you have 
or use any communications device, other than the device on which you are taking the 
test, no matter how briefly, your examination will be invalidated and no score will be 
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Appendix A: Suggestions for Creating a 
Secure Computer-Based Testing Environment

The following seating arrangements are suggestions for creating a secure test environment for students 
who are taking the computer-based tests.

	■ Seat students in every other seat.

	■ Arrange monitors back-to-back.

	■ Seat students back-to-back.

	■ Seat students in a semicircle.

	■ Seat students in widely spaced rows or in every other row.

The following physical and visual barriers between testing devices can also be used as security measures 
for computer-based testing.

	■ Card stock (e.g., manila folders) that can be taped to the sides of monitors

	■ Flattened cardboard boxes that can be cut, folded, and taped to form a visual barrier between 
testing devices

	■ Cardboard carrels

	■ Privacy screens that narrow the viewing angle of a computer monitor so that it is visible only to 
someone sitting in front of it. Schools that have privacy screens available should affix them to 
monitors prior to the beginning of testing and ensure that students are seated so that they cannot 
view the monitor of the student seated in the row in front of them.
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Appendix C: Logging into Nextera™ Admin

Overview

This section will guide you through the login process in the Nextera™ Administration System (Nextera™ 
Admin).

Sign In

If you have been provided with Nextera™ login tickets, you can enter the following website address in 
your browser address bar to access Nextera™ Admin (https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/Admin/). If you 
have not been provided with login tickets to Nextera™ Admin, you should contact your District Test 
Coordinator, School Test Coordinator, or your local Regional Information Center testing department.

Accessing Nextera™ Admin

1. Enter your User ID and Password, then select Sign In. If you need to reset your password, please 
find password reset instructions on page A-9. You can also contact your testing coordinator to 
have login tickets resent to you.

2. If you are signing in for the first time, you will be prompted to reset your password upon first login. 

3. You will receive a message that your password has expired. This step allows you to create your own 
password. Enter a new password in the New Password and Retype Password fields and select 
Submit.
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4. For initial logins and for all password changes, you will be asked to acknowledge and agree to the 
Security Compliance statement. After reviewing the statement, select the check box for “I’ve read 
this page” and select I Agree.

 

Sign Out

To Sign Out of Nextera™
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Forgot Your Password?

Upon initial login, you will be required to change your password. This step allows you to create your own 
password. Enter a new password in the New Password and Retype Password fields and select Submit.

If you have forgotten your password:

	■ Select Forgot your password?

	■ Enter your email address and select Submit.
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	■ You will receive an email asking you to confirm you want to reset your password. Select Yes to 
continue the password reset process.

	■ You will receive another email that provides you with a single-use Password. Select the Go to this 
Internet Site link.

	■ Enter your User ID and single-use Password and select Sign In.
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	■ You will receive a message that your password has expired. This step allows you to create your own 
password. Enter a new password in the New Password and Retype Password fields and select 
Submit.

For initial logins and for all password changes, you will be asked to acknowledge and agree to the 
Security Compliance statement. After reviewing the statement, select the check box for “I’ve read this 
page” and select I Agree.
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Appendix D: Roles, Responsibilities, and 
Permissions in Nextera™ Administration 
System for Computer-Based Testing

This section describes the roles, responsibilities, and permissions of the various user roles in Nextera™ 
Administration System for computer-based testing (CBT).

	■ Regional Information Coordinator (RIC)

	■ Point of contact for all District Test Coordinators in region

	■ Can create district- and school-level users in their region  

	■ Has access to all district- and school-level information in their region

	■ District Test Coordinator (DTC)

	■ Main point of contact at the district for Questar

	■ Ensures accuracy of all student data in the system

	■ Manages district-level accounts and sets up primary school-level users, including the School 
Test Coordinator and School Information Technology Coordinator

	■ There is only one District Test Coordinator per district

	■ Can verify CBT Technology Readiness in Nextera™ Admin

	■ District Information Technology Coordinator (DITC)

	■ Information technology point of contact for all schools in the district

	■ May help district and school staff troubleshoot technology issues

	■ Cannot create new users

	■ Can verify CBT Technology Readiness in Nextera™ Admin

	■ District Level User (DLU)

	■ Receives the same permissions in the system as the District Test Coordinator

	■ Has access to all district schools, users, and students

	■ Can assist in managing district-level users and students, and in scheduling tests

	■ Can create users with DITC role and school-level users

	■ Superintendent (SUP)

	■ Provides guidance to the District Test Coordinator

	■ Ensures all student data is correct and in the system

	■ Has access to their own district- and school-level information

	■ Can assist in managing district-level users and students, and in scheduling tests

	■ Can view student constructed responses for their schools

	■ There is only one SUP per district
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	■ Principal (PRN)

	■ Has access to their own school-level information

	■ Can verify CBT Technology Readiness in Nextera™ Admin

	■ School Test Coordinator (STC)

	■ Handles test coordinator responsibilities at the school level

	■ Responsible for managing users and students, and schedules tests at the school level

	■ There is only one School Test Coordinator per school

	■ Can verify CBT Technology Readiness in Nextera™ Admin

	■ Building Level User (BLU)

	■ Receives the same permissions in the system as the School Test Coordinator

	■ Can assist in managing school-level users and students, and in scheduling tests

	■ Can create users with SITC role and Teacher

	■ Can verify CBT Technology Readiness in Nextera™ Admin
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Appendix E: General Features and Tools of 
the Nextera™ Test Delivery System

All students testing on computer have access to general features and tools that are available through the 
Nextera™ Test Delivery system. The following information provides an overview of the computer-based 
testing features and tools available to students testing on computer. Students should have had 
opportunities prior to testing to practice using these features and tools. 

General Features of the Nextera™ Test Delivery System

All students testing on computer have access to the general features provided through the Nextera™ Test 
Delivery System. The following is a list of the general features available to all students taking the  
Grades 3–8 Mathematics tests on computer.

Online/Offline Indicator

Directions

Pause/Sign Out

Review Screen

Navigation Between Questions

Online/Offline Indicator, Directions, and Pause/Sign Out 





2023 Grades 6–8 Mathematics Computer-Based Tests Teacher’s DirectionsA-12

General Tools

All students testing on computer have access to general tools provided through the Nextera™ Test Delivery 
System. Please refer to the following list regarding which tools are available by grade level.
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These general computer-based testing tools can be used any time during the test. 

	■ Zoom—Students can increase and decrease font size. Clicking on the minus button makes the 
screen smaller. Clicking the plus button makes it larger. Note that if students click the reset button 
within the zoom tool, the text will return to the original setting.

	■ Bookmark—Students can press the bookmark in the tool tray to flag questions they want to return 
to at a later time. Bookmarked questions appear on the Review screen with a flag on them.

	■ Note (Notepad)—Students can use the Notepad to plan their responses. Please ensure that your 
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	■ Highlighter—Students can use the highlighter tool to identify part of the test for emphasis. To clear 
highlighted text, click on the highlighted text a second time while the tool is active.

	■ Answer Eliminator—Students can eliminate multiple-choice answers they think are incorrect by 
clicking the answer eliminator on the tool tray. When this tool is on, a student can click on the 
answers they want to be crossed out. Note that the answer eliminator is only available for multiple-
choice questions. 

	■ Calculator—Students can use either the hand-held calculator provided by the school or the 
calculator available within the Nextera™ Test Delivery System to help students solve math problems 
on the test. For students in Grade 6, a four-function calculator is available in the Nextera™ Test 
Delivery System for Session 2 only. For students in Grades 7–8, a scientific calculator is available in 
the Nextera™ Test Delivery System for both Sessions 1 and 2. Students can access the calculator by 
clicking on the calculator button on the tool tray. Note that graphing calculators are NOT 
permitted. 

	■ Ruler and Protractor—Students can use the ruler and protractor available within the Nextera™ Test 
Delivery System to help them solve math problems on the test. Rulers are available within the 
Nextera™ Test Delivery System for Grades 3–8. Protractors are available within the Nextera™

��
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Issues During Testing 
	■ A concurrent login occurs when a student attempts to log in with credentials that are already in 

use. Potential causes of a concurrent login are:

	z A student who was actively testing on a device that malfunctioned or lost power before they 
were able to log out and then attempts to log in on a new device with their same credentials 
to continue testing.

	z A mistake is made when distributing the printed login tickets and two or more students are 
given the same login credentials. 

The student will receive a warning message stating, “This account has been signed in on 
another device, and only one sign in can be active at a time.” Contact your Principal, DTC, or 
RIC for further guidance.

	■ If the screen freezes, sign in takes longer than one minute, or test load takes longer than one 
minute, try exiting the test and signing back in.

	■ If the device is permanently incapacitated, or if network connectivity is lost for an extended period 
of time, please contact the School Test Coordinator. The School Test Coordinator can contact 
Questar Customer Support, if needed. 

	■ Chromebooks—If a student clicks on the Exit button at the lower left portion of the screen, they 
will exit the test and the secure browser. The student will need to sign in again and continue 









Test content, student login tickets, Session 
Access Codes, and Proctor PINs must be kept 
secure. You are not to discuss the test or 
photocopy the student login tickets, as the 
security of the test could be breached. 
However, school personnel may make 
photocopies of this Teacher’s Directions if 
additional copies are needed.

2023 Grades 6–8 
Mathematics Computer-Based Tests 
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May 2–9, 2023
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